
The point of Decision Driving training is to 
help you make informed decisions that lead to 
decisive driving actions. The better you use the first 
four Decision Driving tactics—expanding your 
look-ahead capacity, sizing up the whole scene, 
signaling your intentions early, and planning an 
escape route—the more prepared you will be to 
take decisive action and avoid crash situations.

Each of the steps in Decision Driving is 
dependent upon all the others. Together, they 
create a driving environment in which you 
can confidently take action when needed. By 
practicing these skills, you will enjoy the security 
of knowing that you are in control in any driving 
situation.

By now you’ve learned that you can largely 
eliminate surprises, improve your decisions and 
be better prepared to take action by following 
these simple steps:

Glance regularly at the area ahead, where your 
vehicle will be in the next 8 to 12 seconds
Watch for potential hazards beside and behind 
your vehicle, both on the road and off
Check your rear and side view mirrors at least 
every 5 to 10 seconds
Make it a practice to never stare at anything for 
more than 2 seconds
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Alert other drivers by means of directional 
signals, speed adjustments, lane changes, horn, 
tapping the brake pedal and other indicators
Heed the signs of upcoming changes in the 
road, traffic patterns, and weather conditions

As a Decision Driver, you should:
Recognize that other people must see your 
vehicle and know what you plan to do.
Use your directional signals at least 5 to 8 
seconds before you move to the left or right for 
any reason.
Position your vehicle to indicate that you plan 
to turn, change lanes, or pass another vehicle.
Try to have a planned escape route in all 
situations.
Make sure the escape route allows you to 
see potential hazards and gives you the time 
and space needed to carry out any necessary 
action.
Keep a full circle of clear decision space all 
around your vehicle.
Yield to other vehicles, if necessary, to maintain 
your escape route.
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Take Decisive Action

© 2008 Liberty Mutual Group – All Rights Reserved January 2008

The illustrations, instructions and principles contained in the material are general in scope and, to the best of our knowledge, 
current at the time of publication. No attempt has been made to interpret any referenced codes, standards or regulations.

Please refer to the appropriate code-, standard-, or regulation-making authority for interpretation or clarification. Provided that you always 
reproduce our copyright notice and any other notice of rights, disclaimers, and limitations, and provided that no copy in whole or in part 

is transferred, sold, lent, or leased to any third party, you may make and distribute copies of this publication for your internal use.

LP 685 R5

Loss Prevention Reference Note


